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: My Dear Brethren, 
HE deſign of my calling you together 


n 
| at this time is, that I may, as much as 
lies in me, ſer thoſe things right that are 
amils ; and if you meer me here with the ſame 
panes | cannot bur promile my ſelf very good 
uccels from the bleſſing of and our united 

Endeavours. 

lc ſtands us very much in hand to improve the 
time we have for the good of choſe Souls that 
Chriſt hath purchaſed with his pretious blood. 
There are many conſiderations which may awa- 
ken us to the greateſt diligence in this matter. 
The care of Souls is of all things of the greateſt 
weight; We muſt ſhortly give a ſevere account 
of our diſcharge of this great duty ; we have fins 
enough of our own to account a we had not 
need ,the addition of the guilt of others; Thoſe 
that miſcarry through our negligence we muſt an- 
{wer for; On the other hand it we uſe due care, 
and win Souls to God, if we convert Sinners from 
the evil of their wayes how bleſſed a work will 


this be, and how great ſhall be our reward? To 
B be 


(2) 
be thus imployed is a God-like work ; "Tis an 
imitation of God and our Bleſſed Saviour ; "Tis 
a work of the greateſt charity, an inſtance of the 
higheſt wiſdom, an imitation of the moſt con- 
ſpicuous example of aur Lord and Maſter. Be- 
tides, *tis a work we ſtand obliged to, not onely 
as we are Chriſtians, bur more eſpecially as we 
are the Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt. we are ſtewar ds 
of the myſteries of God, Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, 
we arc appointed to govern and overſee the flock 
of Chriſt, labourers in God's Yinejard; all which 
expreſſions intimate ro us the need of great cir. 
cumſpeRtion and diligence. Happy, moſt hap- 
py will thoſe men be who do their utmoſt to 
gain Souls ro God and to righteoulnels. Fe 
that converteth a ſmner from the Error of his wayes 
fall fave a Sol from death, and ſhall bide a mults- 
tude of Sms, Jam. 5. 20. And they that be wiſe ſhall 
ſhine as the brightneſs of the firmament, aud they that 
turn many to righteouſneſs as the Stars for ever and 
ever.. Dan. 1 2. J- 

If we will take the pains to reflet upon the 
promiſes we made when we entered into Holy 
Orders, and the Holy Sacrament that then we 
——_— O_—_ and whereby we bound 
eurlclves to them good, we ſhall find this 
of mighty force tro awaken us ro the utmoſt care 


and. 
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and circumſpeftion. We profeſſed then to be 
inwardly moved by the Holy Ghoſt and truly called 
to that boly Office : That we would diligently frame 
=" iſhion our own and families lives to the doftrine 
/t : Diligently to oem the Doftrme and $4- 

jen. and Diſcipline of the Church: That we would 
baniſh all erroneous doftrines, and uſe publick and 
private monitions, and exhortations to the fick and the 
whole, That we would be diligent in prayers and 
reading and ſtudymg the Scripture : That we would 
fet forward quietneſs, peace and love. Upon theſe 
terms we were admired into this Holy Office. 

How far we have made theſe promiſes good 
we ought to conſider. God will not be mock- 
ed. If we have failed "twill concern us highly co 
return to our duty, and to take that diligene care 
of our flocks that we may both fave our ſelves 
and them that hear us. 

And to this great end and purpoſe I commend 
to your care the m— 

Firſt, Thar ye d be Examples to your , tw. , « 

le. Teach them not onely by your Sermons 

a” your Lives. So live that they may (ately o* 
h—_ "Tread our the ſteps before them char 
are to take rowards Heaven. Letthem fee as 
you do that your ſelves which you perfwade 
them to do. This ts the mot 
B 2 and 
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and powerfull way of teaching and perſwaſion. 

2 This is the way that our great Lord and 
Maſter took. St. Luke calls his Golpel a Treas 
tiſe of all the things that Jeſus began to Do and 
Teach. A. 1, 1. He did not onely inſtruct his 
followers by his Sermons, his Parables, his Con. 
ferences, and wiſe Speeches, but by his aCtions 
and the whole haves wg his life. They might 
from his life learn that Piety, chat Charity, Ko 
Reghreonneſs, that Abſtrathion from, and Contempt 

the world x +» 4 he commended to them 
from his Dofrine. He not onely commanded 
bur led them as became the great Captain of their 
Salvation. His Example was inſtructive as well 
as his Sermons. They might ſee in him that 
exemplifyed which he preached to. them. He 
ſcattered beams of light as he went along, and 
his diſciples might clearly ſee what they were to 
do by what he did. He taught them to believe 
in God in all difficulties and ſtraits, to love and 
honour him, to worſhip him and be reſigned to. his 
will : But then all this might be learned from his 
Example allo. He truſted in him in the barren 
wilderneſs, and upon the troubled Sea, and hang- 
ing on the Croſs. He loved him above all, and 
ſought not his own glory bur that of him thac ſene 
him. He was much in Prayer to God, frequently 
at 
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ar the Temple where he was worſhipped, the zeal 
of his fathers houſe ear him up ; ro'him he gs. 
ed himſelt under the on” agony”, ſay! 
my will but thime be done. \- ay taught his fo = 
ers exact righteouſneſs,and he practiſed italſo.He 
he them to love cach other — to forgive their 
BA And he gave them a great example of 
it. For he went abour doing good, he fed the 
hungry, and taught the ignorant, and relieved 
the- oppreſſed, and made joy and gladneſs where- 
ever he came: And for his bitter Enemies he 
with his laſt breach prays for them, Father forgive 
them for they know not what they doe. T were cafe to 
ſhew in a great number of inſtances, that Jeſus 
did practiſe himſelt what he taughe us. He 
commends to us humility, and bids us learn of 
him for he was lowly in heart: nor was there 
ever ſuch a mirror of profound Humility in the 
_ The ſame may be ſaid of Patience, and 
of the World, Fortitude and Courage, &c. 
—_ Lord caught thele lelons by his great Ex- 
le. j 
_—_ thus muſt we do: We muſt ds as well! 
as teach. This is the way to bring Souls 
God. Let's hear St. Peter (peak. The Elders 
which are among you 1 exhort--- Feed the finck of God 
which is among you, | taking the overſight thereof, not 
by 
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by conſtraint but willmghy, net for filthy incre's ſake 


Good works and ylorifie your fatber which im Hea. 
ven. Matr. 5. 16. Again, In all thing _ Py 

thy ſelf a pattern of Good works, &c. and that he that 15 
of the contrary part may be aſhamed. Tit. 11. 7, 8. 
This Se. Peter puts Chriſtians upon as the beſt 
way to gain upon the Heathen warld : That they 
may ( lays he) by your Good works, which they 
ſhall behold glorify God in the day of viſitation. 1 Per, 
11. 12, 

By this means we ſhall demonſtrate that our 
Religion is profiicable : This is of great conſe. 
quence, for men are too apt to think Religion 
a yoke too heavy tor them to bear: Hence i is 
that they are diſcouraged. They attempt not 
to take up a burden which they they think they can. 
not bear. Practice your ion and you will 
confute this dangerow bs arpurrt wil) 

aro ren Jeſus did thus, 
as ye have heard. ib matted homey 


and 
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[27 
and clothed with our fleſh and natural wihrrat 
ties, overcame the Devil and World and ob- 
tained the Crown. By his Precepts he raughe 
what we ourhr to do, and by his Life what mught 


be done. Sr preciprentem jequu non pates, fequere Lane Ihe 


antectdentem. Men are apt tro follow example, 
and can never pretend that umnpoflible to be done 
whach my wo 
; An exemplazy lite will much tend to 
Cat the tath of our Re 
beg mn man + cannot proven of the ow, - 
deter ent Rey He 
that — ep way ann rn 
will, tf not Convert, yet, at leaft pur 
ayers. The people willchink Lag a 
brave a great reality when they fce their teachers 
elchew all appearance of evil and —_ 
purſue heavenly things. Chriſtian 
propagated at farft by mracles and an bel bife 
miractes are creaſed with the realon of them; an 
holy fe harh a mighty force ftill. And did we 
live up coour Religion we ſhould go far in con- 
—_— unbehevers. An example of vertue 
werkall influence. 
gr ova dr nay — 
would give the people an excellent : 
mabirarſs and glories of Religion, Certain & #5 that 
Religion 
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Religion is the moſt excellent thing in the world. 
Did we diſcern its beauries, ry Anh us pertec- 
tions, we could not bur be ravithe with it. "Tis the 
highel - «vm n of our nature, the greatcſt inſtru. 
ment of peace and happineſs;our —_—_ intereſt, and 
our glory, the greateſt advancement that our na- 
rures are capable of rowards God, and eternal reſt. 
Suppoſe a manto live up to his Religion and how 
goodly a creature will he be ? He will diſcover 
the beauties of Godlineſs who leads a godly life 
He that loves God above all, that fears him one- 
ly, prays carneſtly ro him, gives him continual 
thanks, and owns him in all his wayes : Such a 
man will commend —_— which does as he 
would be done by, who is mercifull to the poor 
and juſtro all : The modeſt and remperate and 
humble man commends Sobriery to others moſt 
powerfully. 

Bur on the other hand, how great are the mil- 
chiefs of a bad example, elpecially in miniſters, 
and the guides of Souls? who will practiſe that 
Religion which they ſee diſobeyed by the miniſters 
thereof ? The people will queſtion the truth of 
that Religion which you commend indeed in 
your Pulpits but deny in your Lives : They will 

on a furure ſtate it they fee you neglect it. 
They will not be forward to ming heavenly things 


when 
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when they ſee you mind earthly. They'll ra- 
ther follow your praftice than your Sermons. 
And will entertain bur a mean opinion of that 
Religion which you preach up and deſpiſe at the 
lame time. If you live amils you may preach 
long enough and do no good : Your bad exam. 
ple will do more hurt than ever your preaching 
will do good. 

There is no man fo vile as a profane Miniſter 
of Religion; He is of all the moſt abject, the 
moſt ſelf-condemned , and deſtituce of plea, and 
liable to the heavyeſt plagues of another lite. If 
the Religion he teacherh be falſe why does he com- 
mend it to his people ? if good why does he not 
practice it? He muſt anſwer for the ſouls he 
milleads; Their guile will be required of him. 
Oh the miſcheif of ſuch an example! it wounds 
many Souls at once. It reproaches our Reli- 
gion, undermines our Church, breeds Diſlen. 
ters, produceth open Enemies to our order, 
our function and conſtiturion. Thele men are 
the Enemies of the Church of England, thele are 
its aſlaſſinates, from thele men {he hath recerved 
the moſt dangerous wounds and blemiſhes. 
Good God awaken us to a conſideration of our 
danger this way | That Church can never bele- 


cure whoſe pillars and ſupporters are weak and 
rotten, C Secondly, 


nm my En ao —_ 
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Secondly, we mult rake care that our families 
be allo. We mult fce that all under 
our root be patterns of virtue and goodnels, and 
that the people may learn to govern their chil. 
dren and ſervants from what they ſee us do. 
Hence 'ris required of a Biſhop ( who is highly 
concerned to reprove the faulrs of thoſe under his 
charge and influence ) not onely that he himſelf 
ſhould be hlameleſs and of good behaviour, apt to 
teach, &c. but alſo that he ſhould have a well 
ordered family and obedient Children, and then it 
is added that he may be able to exhort, and convince 
gainſazers ; which he will not fo fuccelsfully do 
who hath the ſame diforders within his own walls, 
which he ought not to allow in the Church of 
God. And the ſame reaſon requiresthat the Dea 
cons ſhould not onely themſelves be grave, bur 
tharttheir Wives ſhould be grave, ſober, not flan 
derers, but fauhfull m all things, It ſtands you in 
hand to inſtruct your children and lervancs in the 

inciples of Religion, and the great difference 
T right and wrong, ood and evil. Pol. 
ſels them with the fear of the great God, with 
ound principles of true Religion and Vertue. 
You muſt read the Scriptures couſtancly to them, 
pray conſtantly with them and for them: make 


your houſes nurſeries of Piery : Teach your do. 


melſticks. - 


| I EE 
meſticks to pray to God, and yo carl 
ule ſuch care that it may be di for any in 
your families to miſcarry ; {o order things thee 
your houſes may be ſuch ſchools of vertue that: 
your people may diſcern in your children and 
ſervants the effects of your care and diſcipline. 
Baniſh from your own houles all incemperance 
and profaneneſs, all evil ſpeaking, as are 
addicted to fraud and deceit. Take up the Pfal. 
miſt's reſolution. Fm that hath an high look and 
proud heart will not I ſuffer. Mine Eyes ſhall be up- 
on the fauthfull of the land, that they may dwell with 
me : He that walketh in a perfeft way he ſhall ſerve 
me: He that worketh deceit - ſhall not dwell in my 
houſe : He that telleth hes ſhall not tarry im my faght. 
Plalm 101. 5, 6, 7. Endeavour to make your 
children and ſervants the ſervants of God, and 
you will ſecure that dury and obedience which is 
owing to your elves and much advance the in- 
tereſt of Religion. This is the duty of all, bur 
eſpecially of you that are . teachers of others. 
And this was the care of thoſe who were the ſer- 
vants of God of old, and will with God's bleſſing 
be atrended wich great fuccels. Abrabam was a 
great example of this care, an found the good 
effects ofit in his life-cime. I know him (lays 
the Lord } that he will comm and his Children and 
C 2 has 
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after bim, and they ſhall keep the way 
rr, yer rear judgment. Gen. 18. 19. 
We read of him that he removed with Lot, and 
the Souls which they had gotten in Haran. ch. 1 2.5, 
And elſewhere "ris ſaid = he armed his trained, 
or inſtrufted Servants, born im bu own houſe. 
Ch. 14. 14, There is an opinion among the an- 
cient Jews that theſe Souls were ſuch as he had 
oe ro the true Religion, brought over 
m Go to the worſhip of the true and 


living God. 
And we fhnd great eftedts of Abraham's care, 
ry nears of his Son Iſaac, ch. 2 2.6,9. 


and the admirable fidelity of 4 Servant. ch. 2 4. 

Thirdly, The next care muſt be in teaching 
and inſtructing your _ And thus you are 
greatly concerned in. now there are ſeveral 
ways of teaching, and therefore 1 ſhall conſider 
them apart and ſpeak of them diſtinctly. 


[. By preaching the word of God, or publick 
——_ the y ds Scriptures to our people. 
is is an unqueſtonable duty and incumbent 
upon every one that hath undertaken the cure of 
Souls. St, Paul \:ys a vehement charge upon 
Timothy to diſcharge it. I charge thee before God, 
and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall judge the quick 


an 
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and the dead at his appearing and bis Kingdom . 
Preach the word, be inſtant in Seaſon, out of Seaſon, 
reprove, rebuks, exhort with all long-ſuffermg and 
doftrine. 2 Tim. 4- 1, 2. Let's nor deceive 
our ſelves: We are ſtrictly obliged to the dil. 
charge of this dury. No condition of life, no 
circumſtance can excuſe us ; where we are able 
to do it we mult do it by our ſelves, and nor 
ſhift off this labour upon others and neglect ir 
our ſelves. We think Mothers obliged ( where 
they are able ) to nurſe their own children, and 
ſhall we negle&t our flocks and put them our to 
be nurſed by Curates, and thole too, very often, 
unhe for chat care? Our Saviour and his holy A- 
poſtles gave us another fort of Example, Shall 
we leave our Sheep, and hunting after fleeces elfe. 
where neglect them of whom we have taken the 
charge? God forbid. Jeſus required ſomething 
more when he his diſciples or feeding his 
ſheep. God will not be mocked: He requires 
a greater care and will bring us to a ſevere ac- 
count. 

Bur for the berrer diſcharge of chis dury I muſt 
commend to you the following particulars. { 1.] 
That you infiſt chiefly on the wiqueſtionable and 
main things of Religion ; avoiding fooliſh queſti- 
ons ( Tit. 3, 3. ) nice ſpeculations and amu- 
ing 


—_—— 
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ſing lubrilcies that have no tendency to make men 
better. acquaint your- people with the 
ved and corrupt condition of lapſed mankind, of 
its weaknels and inabiliry and obnoxtouſneks to 
God's diſpleaſure. Acquaint them with the me- 
thod God uſed for our redemption by Jeſus Chriſt ; 
with the ſeveral ofhces of Chriſt and how he dil. 
charged them; with the nature of the new cove- 
nant or covenant of Grace ; with the conditions 
of it on our part; with the nature of a ſavin 
faich, and the motives of credibility with which 
the Golpel is attended. Explain to them the na- 
cure and neceſlity of repentance, and the danger 
of delaying it; the great neceſſity of an holy life, 
of piety, juſtice, charity, temperance, humility, 
ny and mortification of our luſts and head. 
ong paſſions, Preach frequently againſt che 
reigning ſins of the time, againſt drunkennels, 
common (wearing, uncleanneſs, protanation of 
the Lord's day, negic& of che publick v orthip 
of God, of publick prayers and ſacraments. 
Put them upon worſhiping God in their tamulies, 
upon praying with their children and ſervants. 
It it be poſſible bring every family to it ; preſs 
upon them the abſolute neceſſity of it, aſſiſt and 
dire&t them that they may do it as they ought. 
Furniſh them with books and helps, and where 


. you 
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you cannot aftord to be at thar expence get the 
help of thole that are able and willing. Lea 
them know the worth of their Souls, the certainty 
of a future judgment, the vanity of this world 
and uncertainty of hfe. | 2. ] Secure a geod a 
tention. Do what you do for God's fake, and 
for the good of Souls. Be ſincere and withour 
guile. Do nothing tor oftentation of your wit 
or learning, nothing for low or mean regards. 
Se, Paul hach pur what I mean into a few words. 
Our Exhortation was not of deceit, nor of wiclranne/s, 
nor in guile: But 4s we were allowed of God to be 
put wn truſt with the Gafpel, Oven ſo we ſpeak, not 
4s pleaſors men but God, who tryeth our hearts : For 
netther at any tome uſed we flattermg words, as ye 
know; nor a cloks of coveronſneſs, God is witne(s, 
Nav of men ſought we glory, neither of you, ner yet 
of others, when we mught have been burthen/ſome as the 
Apoſtles of Chriſt. : Thell. 2. I, 4, 5, 6. Be conlci- 
ous to your lelt of no other defign but the good of 
Souls and facilxating your furure account, and 
you will not mils your reward hereafter whatever 
be your ſuccels here. {| 3. ] You muſt uſe great 
diligence allo. Preach the word, be inſtant mn ſea- 


fon, out of ſeaſon. : Tim. 4. 2- TWll come, Live at 


tendance to reading, to exhortation, to dottrimne. 
Meduate pon theſe things, give thy ſelf wholly to 
them, 
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them, that thy profiting may apptar to all. 1 Tim. 
4- 13, 15. If after all you tak: care that your 
ing [+] be attended with an wnblamable 
fe you will render it more eftectual. Theſe things 
command and teach: Let no man deſpiſe thy youth : 
But be thou an example of the believers, im word, in 
converſation, in charity, m ſpirit, im faith, im purity. 
i Tim. 4- 11, 12. is was the courle Se. 
Paul rook himſelf. x Thell. 2. 10. And you 
muſt eſpecially rake careto carry your ſelves wich 
all gentleneſs, and charity towards your people. 
Let them fee that you have for them the com- 
paſſions of a Father, and that you can bear with 
their frowardnels and infirmities. Let them fee 
that you love their Souls, and ſeek them and not 
theirs. If they be unkind be gentle cowards 
them and overcome evil with good. Let's hear 
how St. Paul did. He was gentle as a nurſe to 
her children, content ro dye tor them, he had 
the tenderneſs of a Father. 1 Thell. 2. 7,8, 11. 
The ſervant of God muſt not ſtrive but be gentle wnto 
all men, apt to teach, patient. In meekneſs mſtrufting 
thoſe that oppoſe themſetves, if God peradventure 
will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the 
truth. 2 Tum. 2. 24, 25- 
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Ar fe noting an be more neceſay or of 
any roger Our Church does by a Ca- Ga. Lox. 
you to ſpend half an hour 


way of Ca- 


«+ =. yo ed ſharply, a 
lect to be ſuſpended, 5 der hr upon ep 


be excommunicated. You are allo obliged by 
a law as you may ſee in the Rubrick atthe end of 


the Catechiſm in the Common Prayer: But you 


= ys Par | wr COONS 
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e of it, and do ou to do 

Jnnartur fr--rat This 

4 ene a Yeager wr 
build wichour a foundation, Your Sermons 
will pound mrveany} mapa ro 
and if you do are like to Do 
ths 3s you urea will oor” find it (1 
can ſay, 1 God I have found if fo ) very 


advanta Bur then you muſt explain - the 

Gankiis han, and take ſuch dah 

that they ( who are thus taught ) may not 

onely be able ro ſay it without Book, bur un- 

derſtand what they ſay, and expreſs themlelves 
D 


in 
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in other words, by which you may be aſſured 
that they do und ic, aright. 


111, There is anothor way of teaching which 
| may call occaſional that is nor to. be neglected. 
When you viſit your people, or they. vile you, 
take all occaſions you can to infill imo chem 
principles of Religion and Vertue. Our Saviour 
caught frequently chis way, and 'rwill well be- 
come you to follow his example, And you will 
do well not onely ro take bur ferk all occafions 
of doing your le 

Founhly, Your ale be much in Prayer that 
God would proſper the good Seed which you 


fow- a1 Tee water, bur it is 
God which giv increaſe. And here | commend 
to you all 'prayer, private in your Clofers, and 
prayer in your Families, and the publick pray- 
ers in your Churches. And for the laſt 
I would have you very carctulf ro omix/ nv oc- 
caſions Sneni otey an appoint- 
ed, and with great devotion and reverence: Do all 
you can to bring your people to rhem, and to 
keep up the credit and reparation of this publick 
fervice of the Church. Labour much with your 
people ro rake off rheir prejudices, and to bring 
them to a better ſenſe of chings. And have a 


Care 
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care.to read thoſe occaſional prayers on the Faſt. 
ing days, and other rimes appointed, in behalf 
w/w King and Queen and thete : We 
have great caule ro keep thefe Faſts religiouſly, 
and k ſolicie the eceofiies of Heaven: a7; al 
lies at ſtake, and our help is onely inthe name of 
the Lord, who made Heaven and Earth. 

Fukthly, You are alſo to adnmufter the Sacre: 
ments as is appointed by the Church. 

Baptiſm is the Sacramene of Initiation: By this 
we axe cnared mto the Church : You are to take 

cate ( as directed in the Rubrick ) that this be 

os danalacd that it be done in the Church in 
the face of the Congr You are alſo ro ex- 
plain in c—_— ature of this Sacrament, 
and the grounds infonc Beprifo, and often ro-<x:- 
plain the Bapritmal Vow, and call on your People 
ro reflect upon '«, and to ans Ta obhyation 
that ariſeth thence to a life of Vertue and Religion. 

For the Sacranent of the Lord's Supper it 1s no- 
trorioully by the People to the © great de- 
cay of Chriftian Piety. You are to take great 
pains in this matter. Let your people know 
that they are not at Liberry to receive it or omit 
it, That it is not onely commanded bur com- 
manded by eur dying Maſter, and dying tor us, 
and as a ſtanding memarial of his deach, and 


D 2 un- 
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unparallclled love to us. If they the dan- 
4 recciving amils, far Gr x-k range dan- 
ger alſo of not receiving at all, If they ſay 
are not fit ask chem when they will, and whether 
or not they be fircto dic? and dic they muſt whe. 
ther they be fit or not. Take off all their pre. 
rences. Shew thera how much frequent comms. 
nion would advance Piety and good Will. Make 
them ſenſible of the great danger of negleRing 
this duty, and the great ingratitude to their dyi 
Lord. But miſtake me not. I am nor after 
for admitting promiſcuouſly all that may offer 
themſelves. The young mult firſt be well in- 
ſtructed, the (ſcandalous muſt be warned, and kepr 
back, as the Rubrick directs, and thoſe that have 
lived in variance and enmity mult be reconciled. 
Frequent communion and due care and dilci- 
pline would greatly amend this lower World. 

Sixthly, You are diligently to viſit the ſick. 
The people indeed are obliged to ſend for you, 
bur Fhey do not 'twill well become you to go 
to them. This viſtation of the ſick muſt by 
no meanes be neglected, tho” as the cale may be 
we have ſometimes bur a faint profpe&t of doing 
any good. There are many caſes that will ex- 
ercile the greateſt prudence and patience alſo, 
Perhaps you go to a man that hath lived a care- 
leſs 


of his Sin as well as | 
of wrreligion and prof acne ew him the 
ingratitude of it with r —_— 
authour of our breath and = 


of him as to his paſt life; row nw 
CN as holla init re 
tation and reconciliation forthwith. Pur kim up - 
on owning his wickednels to his tw ler hi 
lend uy companions of his folly, and warn 
them to amend their lives, and to break off the 
evil Courſe they are in. Let him be pur upon 
all acts of chariry and mercy according to his a- 
bility, u patience under his ſicknels, as that 
whichis bur a wt puniſhmenc of his Sins. Let him 
be made ſenhible of the danger of a late repentance, 
as we call that forrow which in our ſickneſs we 
exprels on account of our Sins. Whether it be 
aker a Godly fort, and unto life God knows, we 
cannot tell. We have cauſe to fear that fach 
mens ſorrow is like that of a malefattors, not for 
his fault but for his be apprebende 1 : The fin- 
ner is perhaps lorry, not he hath been wicked 
bue that God is juſt. Let us not neglect tuch a 
tinner 
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finner, if he die we: muſt leave him to God: If 


he recover 'we had" need follow him, and put 
him upon. paying his vows. We have ſeen ma- 

ny rewrn w their 'vornit, and have proved their 
former ſorrow not to have been atrer a m_ 
fort. You will find fome eſo 
oſt and tremblong leſt - rhey (hou Mon of 

. Some cafes you will meet with 

pr ye adiouhls difficulry. In all which you are 
to ule the greareft Ge hicky, and diligenee and 
courage ton that you may miniſter where you 
can to the rneceſſities of the fick : And tw thar 
purpote you ave to pray' for them with grear fer- 
vor, and for your felves alſo you muſt pray thar 
God would give you wiſdom aud conrage ro 
diſcharge your duty as ye ought. 

Seventhly, You are with all your might to ſer 
forward queetneſs, peace, and love; as ye promiſed 
before ye were ordained. And this muſt be 
part of your ftudy : Prevent as much as yon can 
mifunderftaning among your peopte, quarrels 
and ſuits of Law. Make peace among thofe thar 
are at variance, and hive at peace as mnch asly. 
eth in you. - Do what you can to perfnade to 
love and ro good warks. And tho there be . 
among your people men of different opinions, yer 
ler them all know that that will not excuſe their 


love 
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Jovecocach her. | This &s of the life and ſence 
of Religion, it cannever be without it. Profs 
= hard upon your \people and ler them all {ce 

K. Bekind co all, dochem good 
how, he fans: chean malidaloinc attend your 2nu 
niſtry as chey'({hould; overcome them with kind- 
neſs it be poſſible, and Jet them foe you too nor 
want compaſlion tor them whatever ors mil- 
takes or prejudices may be. Widen noe difieren- 
ces bur Þ what is poſſible to: heal chemi, and rv 
prelerve |the Unity of che Sparic in.che Boad of 
Peace, | 

Laſtly, I commend to you great preodhr > 
poor and afflicted among your people. | Lerthe 
poor find you their Patrons. | Relieve thena as far 
as you can, and ſix up others ro. doir.; Vihr chem 
in their Sickneſs as readily as ye do the rich; ger 
them inſtructed, and eſpecially be kmd ro God's 
poor, 1. £. © thole wha, are diligent m the wor- 
{hip of God,and are willing to be inftructed. And 
be greatly. careful of the and ateted 
of thole that mourn for the death of friends, of 
thoſe who meet wich great loſles ; comfort chem 
and let them fee that you mourn : wich them. 
Take this occation 20 awaken them to !4/ greater 
care to-lerve God, chat they may not be milerable 
in both worlds. It vou watch: theſe feafons 
and 
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and lay hold of them you may do very much - 
ood. . 
: In a word, if you will take this courſe, and 
purſue it vigourouſly , and conſtanly implore . 
the Divine aid and affiſtance, I make no 
at all but you may do much, and that you will 
both ſave your ſelves and them that hear you. 
There are beſides what 1 put you in mind of, 
ſome other things which I think my ſelf obliged 
to lay before you. And tho' the things I have 
named already do more immediately concern 
your ofhce and function, yer the things I have 
ſtill co offer will be worthy of your regard and 
care. I have told you what you are to ds for 
the more ſuccesfull diſcharge of your Holy Office : 
I will now pur you in ind of forne things you 
are to be aware of : And 
Firſt, Have a care that you give not Certificates 
and Teſtimonials to thoke who come for Orders 
or Inſtitution unleſs you well know the perſons 
whom you commend. It ſtands me in hand 
not to lay hands ſuddenly on any man, and you 
ought to be carefull how you give your hands al. 
lo. When you commend them, you commend 
them to the lervice of God and the moſt holy func- 
tion. I ſhould be very tender of | 
a Servant ( eſpecially in a ſervice ham. 
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fricad' or, equall leſt he ſhould deceive him by 


proving untaithtull: Does it -noe become us 


then to. take great care whom we'commend to 
this ſervice of God, and to be Rewards of his my. 
reries ? The Canon requires the knowledge of the Gn xxcav. 
cc commended, three years before: || would 

ve you keep to that rule ; And take ſuch care 
that I may have no cauſe to ſuſpe& your teſti- 
monals. 

Secondly, Have a care of che Titles you grant 
to thole who come for Orders. We cannor or- 
dain without a title, nor is it fie we ſhould. If ca xm 
_ wedo weare jultly liable to maintain the Clerk, 
and if we refuſe that, to be ſuſpended. This is 
a moſt wholeſome Law, and for the publick 
good :. Bur ſome men have = falſe Titles 
and ſupplanted a moſt excellent cution. 
The Canon requires a true and doubted Certift 
cate of this Title : But many have given ſuch as 
are undoubtedly falſe. And by this means the 
Church hath been filled with ſupernumerary and 
very poor Miniſters, who for wane of bread 
have-beentempred to do mean and vile thin 
to keep themlelves from ſtarving. And thele 
men mult be ualearned of courle being deſtiruce 
of all means char cend to their obtaining ict. It 
you give them falſe titles you fer them wrong 
E ar 
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When they are robe ordained t 
they are inwardly moved to that 
by the Floly Ghoſt, and traly called---- and 
. according to the order of this Church. And 
ys this brings « te m his right hand. 
you what I from you for the 
I will accepe no Title from any of you 
ou do, under your hands and ſeals, de- 
you will allow the perſon to be or- 
fuch a Sum per ammm for Supphing fuch 
place, and that you will not difmifs him with- 
your Dioceſan. : 
Thirdly, Have a care that you do not , 
preſent thoſe ocdens ew be copfemed by 
the cannot render an acronnt of their 
Faith as che Canon direfts. The Rubrick requires 
that che perſon to be confirmed ſhould be of « 
competent age, that he ſhould have a God-father 
or God-mother a witneſs of the confrr- 
mation, and that the firneſs of the perl be 
confirmed be atteſted by the Miniſter wank che ſaid 
perſons lives. I am moſt ready to confirm young 
prom provided this preparation and proviſion 
made. Otherwiſe, Iſhall appoint ſome cime 
for the ſolemn performance of this ancient and 
holy Adtion : And I ſhall endeavour fo to do 
« thar it may gain its end, and ferve to ler us 
forward 


de- 


—_— 


* 


of 1 3 years, took upon himſelf che Mol; 
cepts, and then he was ld, m9 =. fn 
E 2 el 
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ſelf was anſwerable for that breach, and not his 
Parents or Sureues. | We are mn our - office of 
ifm_ to mind the Sponſors for the baprized 
_ brine s C8 1d beinſtrudted And 
that the children be minded of their bapriſmal 
vow, and all the things which a Chriſtian 
ought to know:and believe to bus Souls health. "And 
atrer this they are warned to-bring:them to the 
Biſhop to be confirmed. Your care then | muſt 
deſire, and if that be not wanting you ſhall find 

me moſt ready to do what belongs to me. 

Fourthly, Beware of non reſidence. You are 
obliged to tekide by the Law. Upon Yicaridges 
you are bound to reſide by Vertue of the Oath 
ou have taken. "That Ouch obligerh you un. 
els you are diſpenſed with by the Buthop : ' hat 

indeed is the onely way to ſecure the non-refi. 
dent Vicar from Perjury. Nothing clſc but thar 
can do it. 'Tisnothing to this purpole what was 
the reaſon why 'all Vicars, arc obliged to rake 
thisDath. When they haveraken i they are obliged; 
if they reſide not ( unleſs diſpenſed with.) they 
are foreſworn. "T's certainly fo, whatever a late 
Author in his book of Pluralities hath advanced 
to the contrary. An Oath is not to be trifled 
with. For my part | cannot icc how nou refa. 


dency can be jultityed, theretore 1 mult and do re- 
quire 
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te, youto rehide your Cures. - I hope'l 
—_ more of the refidence of Vicars, : wh 
axe obly Oath, and very obnoxious if t 
_— x there are other non-reſidents re 
give great ſcandall. Some have two Livi 
and gehde on nexhet as they Others thar 
have bur one reſwde nor on that”! They take a 
Curacy, or purſue a Lecture: cllewhere; They 
chooſe-to live'in a berrer aire, or among more 
faſhionable perſons than their neighbors are. 
They- arr for the converlation of Gentlemen and 
Men of learning; others ſpend their cime vainly 
and fooliſhly and neglect thoſe poor Souls which 
they have taken the charge of. Did Jeſus do thus, 
did the ApolNes; did the ancient Holy Biſhops and 
Martyrs thus leave their Sheep ? Did Jeſus ſpend 
his time among Grandees and che Wits of the age? 
He preached much in Gahilee an obſcure and mean 
Country. He converſed with poor and weak, fick- 
ly and illcrate people. God awaken us to 
a jult ſence of things, and grant that while we leave 
our flocks the Souls that m our ablence paſs into 
another world do not carry thicher juſt complains 
againſt us. We hall have the blood of thoſe 
Souls to anfwer for whom we have neglected. 
Fifthly, Neglect not thole days of Faſting ap- 
pointed by Auchority, nor any of thole Prayers 


which 


teartes catubtedutronticn 
are I hope, ſenſible how much lies ar Rake, Our 
ven eaten” We have 


NETIC from dvty and «- 
«muy —prnFn Arr ad 
to thar Government ro which we 


den ay or yang rr gang wid 
veral wayes. Weare very vileit we benottruc 
to that Government which we have (o 
owned : I am not willing © believe fo hard a 
thing of you. If here be any ſuch I wiſh they 
not know the difference berween a mild 
gentle Government ( under which we are ) 
and che infolence of a foreign Tyrant: I with 
they may never know whar arbirrary Power and 
ooning mMcan. Keep the days of Faſting 
with all manner of care; pur your n 
mind of them and grve the due warning their 
And make the people fentible how 

much they are concerned in this matter. 
Sixthly, You are alſo to take great care that 
you do not marry any withour Bans or Licence, 


and that in this matter you govern your ſelves 
by 
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by the Rabrick and Canon. Fhe Miniſter that Cee La 
offends is liable ro be fuſpended for” three years. 
Andro the fame penalty is he liable thac marries 
thoſe rhar are heenſed at unſcaſonable times, or 
in 2 private place. Nor may he do it with Banns 
withour the conſent of Parems. And he that 
—_— 7. Tha ply an - - - wh 


pre ens not prov dconrrorefirala 
men; Inforuch chat ——— have been 


choughr by our Law-makers to keep theſe 
bad Res Ha And there was a Bill on foorin 


Parliament not long fince C— 
I am fure the Fault ts great er the punifh. 
ment be. To ftral a woman withour content of 


Parents is no fmall fin. Bur as great as thar is "ris 
not to be compared with char of che Miniſter, 


He cannor be ſuppoſed under the like 
and ought to be of a virtue more c 
The Miniſter hath no plea, onlefs he po- 


verty : Bur the theif and highwayman may plead 
; wt | as he. This plea not ro fave 

be atk ce fromthe 
prove Leong» 

That Miniſter that rakes the liberty of Clan- 
deſtin mariages muſt needs be an abandoned 
wretch, He does that which is moſt vile and un- 
becoming 
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becoming, his function, . He! proſticutegchis, ho- 
ly, Scate, and yoyns, hem together w hom God 
hath not joyned, and nature hath ſeparated: He 
knows not the milchict he does. For. what he 
knows he marries thoſe that are married, or that 
ought not to marry; He may bleſs the inceſtu- 
ous; and the moſt uaclean nuxtures which God 
abhors, and nature it felf forbids. What miſchief 
to families, what horror to the minds of the 
marricd perſons, what contulign and guile fol. 
lows not from thence ? There's hardly any pu- 
niſhment great enough tor ſo great a ſinner, 
And ſure 1 am there are leſs oftences than this 
which our Laws have made Capitall. I cannot 
2s ſo hardly of a man that hears me as to 
uppole him gui o great a Crime. 

Marriage [roar in all,” ris an holy ſtate, 
'ewas appointed in the ſtare of innocence, our 
Lord gave it credit by his preſence and firſt mi. 
racle : No wonder, for 'ris, tho' not ſtrictly a Sa- 
crament, yet, a myſtery, a type of the union berwixt 
Chriſt and his Church. So that whether we look 
to its inſticution, or to its reference to Chriſt 
and his Church, "tis an honourable and holy ſtate, 
and ought not to be contemned, much leſs pro- 
ſtirured. What hath been ſaid is true of lawtull 
marriages ; Burt he that joyns thole together who 
ought 


tet thr full. 


4 ſhalt 4s far as 4 


| = 


(34 ) 

have occaſion to give our for me that 1 do expe&t 
that thoſe who offer themſelves for holy Orders 
ſhould come ro me ſome time before, that I may 
have time to inquire carcfully into their &ives, as well 
as examine them as to their faith and knowledge. 
'Tis' unreaſonable to come for Orders but a day or 
two before the ordination Sunday. 1 cannot al. 
low of ſuch a practice as this unleſs I would lay 
hands ſuddenly, and be a partaker of other mens 
ſins, "Tis a matter chat requires greater care, and 
mare time. | He that is to be ordained ought to 
ſpend ſome time in preparation for it, and the holy 
Sacrament atrending upon it. Some time in Faſti 
and holy Exerciles, and in ſuck a courſe of devori- 
onand abſtraftion from the world as that holy fun- 
ion. and ſacred office requires at our hands. 

I muſt alſo defire- you fo to conrrive things that 
thoſe of you who live near to cach other would 
ſometimes meet together, and when you do fo be 
uſefull in your converſation with each ocher.' Con. 
ule how you may 'do the moſt good to your peo- 
1 wr meyer ner works. 

veto be faichfull ro-cach other, and if-you ſec 
any thing amiſs in any of your Brethrenreproach 
them nor, but privately and gently rell chem whac: 
you think may be reproveable. Speak ill of no ran, 
eſpecially where you know no evil; and where you 
do, let the offender have the firſt nowce —_ 


diſcord among you. Live in perfect with cach- 
other. If any difference DG nd emedgryacs 
ſelves, or refer the matter to one of your Brethren. 
What mulchuef will your differences produce among 
your people ? They'll be apr enough to go ro law 
when they ſce you do ir. 

Be carcfull you do noc excecd in your: Funeral 
Sermons in the praites of the dead. If you do the 
> rey Tt a. co. , it they 
ollow the E which you commend. Have the 


greateſt charity tor the deceaſed; bur art che ſame 
tune have a care of thern whe do furvive. kddoubr 
much mulchict hath been done this way. 


For 


nobleſt Viftory, 1, endl rank pom 
Abſtainkrom all Evil. Shun any 


that looks like a aka Your 
to be cender in your own = 9 as well as in 
thoſe of others, You ought to be free from ſuſpi 
cion as well as faule, as Ceſar ſaid his wite oughr La/af 
Avoid all occaſions + of evil, all ares, my and 
CemPprtations tO I. Ge abent, go about —_— 
and, come not near a Vineyard. te = 
atnong the Jews to warn men that 
all occahons -of evil. ns wy 


allowed to taſt of the liquor of was advi- 
ſed not to go through a Vineyard. rhe Tre 
op Glognchergackagange ndddn-chtinfebere eifdy 
wnlawfall, which yer a Divine ought not to allow 
himſelf in. Where the thing is doubrfull or of ge. 
nerall 'ill fame it well becomes you to forbear. 
There are ſome ſome forms of ſpeech, ſome 
lafbronable of dr; ſome garbs, ſome 
(allowable 'in -ocher men ) which you 
will-do well co forbear: irbecomes us not to fre- 
quent publick houſcs, to be often ſeen in Fairs and 


Markets, 


- '*. 
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MhIe: ingirantte fenba gannrti 
na things unlawfull in themſelves. The Priats 
ay > may pebymatet nyc mort gk pan Tr 
were. And that in them was reckoned a de- 
which in che people was not a fault. We 
are ſer apart to an holy Othee, and the anciene Cs- 
as v1 6TH laid great reſtraints upon thae 


yr dS an deſpiſe you. You'll ay you 


—_— that ; honour and fame be .ncver fo 

a good-is1n other mens . And yer 

Se. Paul gives this advice both to and Tires, 

[ 1 Tim, 4- 12. T2. 15. ] Bur then he purs cher 

upon the onely courſe to place themleivs beyond 

To Timely thaw. Bue be thou ax exam- 

ifoy omg ——_ 
m , i faith, in purity I came 

—_—_— to exhertation, ta dadirine : Reg wn 

of he oe, Meer an che ings Soy 

a = 

Jeif wholly to them, that thy profiting may appear to all. 

of and to thy llens; ontinn bs 

ths thou ſhalt ſave thy ſelf and them 


Take beed unto thy 
them: for in dai 


that bear thee.” | 1 Tim. 4 12, 14, 44, n$,11 6:7] 
To Ti be had foid,: hn all thongs ſhewing 1hy falf 4 
pattern of good works. In dotirane 


pats i 
neſs, gravity, ſucerity; ſound ſpeech that canuot be con. 
demned, 


* 
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demned, that be that is of the contrary part, may be"ofha: 
med having no evil to ſay of you. (Tit. 2.7,8.] This is 
the way not to be deſpiſed. None that know you 
will deſpiſe you if you do thus. They may nor love 
you, bur they cannot deſpiſe you. Do nothing thae 
is mean, and that will expoſe you ro contempr. This 
is the way not to be deſpiled. Reverence your 
ſelves and your holy fun&tion, and let men deſpiſe 
you, that know you, if they can. The truth is, this 
courſe will raife you above comempr, On rhe ©- 
ther hand, he that does low and mean things will 
be deſpiſed. More ſtille-gþey will be deſpiled by 
evil men, by thoſe who 2nd of their company, 
and parrners im their folly. A vicious Gentleman may 
embrace but cammor bur deſpiſe a vidiert Clergyanan. 
And he cannot but have a reverence for vertubant 
real goodneſywho'ts otherwiſe none of ues Voraries. 
To conclude; Refle&t upon your Holy Calling 
and on the Vows that are upori you.-. Adornyour 
profeſſion, and be examples to your flock. Vigo- 
rouſly purſue your great end, 'a#d follow the ſteps 
of your great Maſter,  B&«mſtaar ingour Call: 
and diligently watch over? your ft lves and ' 
and you ſhall fave your ſely#&and” them 
you: And when your Lord and Saviour ſhall 
appear, ye ſhall likewiſe appear wxhvhim in Glory. 


FINTS 


